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SV Hotchkin:
golf’s military mind

Jonathan Gaunt tells the story of the wealthy Lincolnshire landowner
who is largely responsible for one of England's finest inland courses

talford Vere Hotchkin served

with the Leicestershire Yeomanry

in the First World War. In 1920,
soon after his return to England, he
purchased his home course, Woodhall
Spa, in Lincolnshire. Between 1922-1926
he remaodelled it with the assistance of
Cecil Key Hutchison, already a renowned
goll archilect. The original course at
Woodhall Spa consisted of just nine holes
designed by Harry Vardon, later extended
Lo eighteen by Harry Colt, It was this
layout that Hotchkin remodelled,
retaining only one of Coll’s greens.

Soon after completing work al
Woodhall Spa, TTotchkin set up his goll
course consulting company, Ferigna.
The firm dealt with all aspects of the
golf course business including design,
constriction, maintenance, cquipment,
turf dressings and seed. Together with
a friend, Arthur Taylor, who owned a
local foundry, Hotchkin devised some
revolutionary iron based turf dressings
and fertilisers, hence the company name.

In his book The Principles of Golf
Architecture, published in the carly
1920s, he gives advice on all aspects of
golf course design in detail, golf course
construction, drainage on golf courses,
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machinery required for their upkeep and
maintenance procedures.

In the winter of 1927/1928, Hotchkin
travelled to South Africa to become
involved in the remodelling of Durban
¢, and others, including Humewood
CC at Port Elizabeth, Transvaal,
Mowbray, Cape Province, East London,
Maccauvlei CC and Royal Port Alfred.
He became well respected for these
works. Tn fact, Abe Mitchell, the well-
known golf professional (and incidentally
the model for the golfer on lop of
the Ryder Cup trophy) regarded the
thirteenth at Humewood and the fourth
at East London as two of the best golf
holes in the world. Both were long and
well bunkered par fours, demanding
accurately placed tee shots.

Hotchkin returned from South Africa
in early 1928 and soon after, H utchison
and Sir Guy Campbell joined Ferigna.
Hutchison had played golf competitively
until serving in World War One. Asa
resull of which, his game suffered and
he then turned to golf course design.
He worked as assistant to James Braid
during the construction of Gleneagles
before going on Lo assist Holchkin at
Woodhall Spa.

Campbell, a family friend, had

previously worked as a sub editor of

The Times under Bernard Darwin.
Although a very competent golfer and
well versed in all agpects of the game, his
only previous design expericnce was in
assisting Hutchison with a putting course
at Hurlingham polo ground and with the
reconstruction of Wimercux Links near
Boulogne, France.

Terigna undertook the design and
construction of several courses in the
south of England including Ashridge,
Warsash, Shorcham, Leeds Castle, and
West Sussex. Neither Warsash nor
Shoreham now exist, although Ashridge
is still regarded as one ol the top courses
in the south east of England. Tt is a hilly
well bunkered course set in parkland and
woodland.

West Sussex was Lhe brainchild of
Commander George Hillyard, a keen
golfer. He lived in Bramtold, a house
overlooking the attractive heath at
Pulborough, and he could see the
potential of the land as a golf course. Tom
Simpson, who later made alterations to
Ashridge, believed Wesl Sussex should
rank as “the equal of any inland course in
this or any other country’.
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Using hazards to force play over or
zround is synonymous with the design
principles of Hotchkin, Campbell and
Hutchison. In fact, Hotchkin said the
Dest results are obtained by making
a course conform to the natural
surroundings that already exist, so that
it will not look artificial and fail to blend
with the landscape.

The second, seventh and sixteenth
holes feature considerable carries to the
fairway over deep pits, making the tee
shots more intimidating. Prior to the
Second World War, the back tee on the
second hole was placed on the south side
. ofthe Pulborough/Storrington read. This
meant the golfer had to play his shot
over the sand pit which, incidentally, was
used to supply the course’s bunkers. This
made the hole play very long — probably
the most difficult par four on the course

=storic shots of the famous Hotchkin course at Woodhall Spa, with bunker depth illustrated thanks to an uptumn

— but it caused safety problems as the
road became busier. Although the tee has
been moved forward to the north side of
the road, adjacent to the sand pit, it still

“Using hazards to force |
play over or around
is synonymous with
the design principles
of Hotchkin, Campbell

and Hutchison”

requires a great deal of skill with a well
placed drive, as the approach shot to the
small green has to be played over a deep
and wide gully, which gives it the illusion
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of being shorter than it actually is.

The seventh is an awesome par four
hole of 442 yards, with a carry of about
180 yards over heather and scrub, set in
which is a cavernous bunker. What makes
it yet more difficult is the fact that it is a
blind drive. Sadly, the original severity
of this tee shol was somewhat lessened
in 1933, due to the then captain of the
club, LC Ducane. He had a grassy valley
constructed to the left of the bunker
for the benefit of elderly members and
himself, who could not reach the fairway,
later to be known as Ducanc’s Hollow.

At West Sussex, where, like Woodhall
Spa, the sand is naturally occurring,
the bunkering plays a major part in
the balance of its architectural make
up. At both courses the positioning of
bunkers is well thought out, and il is
this that prevents the golfer from ever
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1he Bunkering at West Sussex makes
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Golf Covise architecture 33



the slle and erientzlon of holes o he
prevailing wind.

ITorchln. wik hia 'n.\’ilje.-:pn:;id
snowledee in the technical sioe of poll
cotge constroction and ais experienc
w the design of links covrses o South
Alrica, was the roost Fkely men of
the partnershiz o hove ol The most
miuence in the design ol West Susses.

i his book, The Briscinies of Golf
Arclitertsie, e desorized the modern
soll eourse architees as someane wha
pusiesses 4 larse and vasived kaowledge ol
goll course construction, which embrces
a nnderstandivg of graenkee ping,
landscape gardening, the managerent
and knowledyps ol labowr candinons, all
bt clubihonzses, the laving of water and!

and rechnce waste'. Above al, e host

slement s pood aracrical el edge
combined with commaon sense.

Howchlin was o preat admiver of
fnks courses and ke losked upon
Lt consteuclion as belng maetely o
mattel of making the b use of wlhal
was alreary provided. TTowever, as
w the case of aorme lnks courses, 4o
disliked the layont to ceach 2 point
‘rrthest from e clublbouse, snd then
T relurn. This was becaose he (el the
zoller would now be sufficiently lested
Dy the change in the direclion of the
wind, He helievl the course shonld be
designed i such a way as Lo allow the
wing to inflluence the golfer in as many
differeni ways 22 possible,

Regarding the lavout of a gelf course e

E=nddon fandinems of Hurmewaod's terkeenth prove Dhat mother triure creatos e mast enduling chaiienges

Felt thes ladscape determined the type of
wonrse which conld be huili. TH any san
dumes, sandy hollowvs, gravel pis, pords
Or Gorse wsist on sice. then they shonlg
e incorporated fnlo the desige of the
womae, a0 Lilly land, the consse should
e made shorier, wheress on flat Tund,
addiconal fengzh could be plaaned for,
Heidentifizd that a larger proparticn
ol fers ['Jn:l'x:rfi:r| ashorter corse of
casonable lenpth, Although he felt thl
bl 1o design o cnurse

twras anile impe
which weuld satisly the requiremonts

of the pure rabbit, the grehiteel shauld
encleavour o provide enjoyment for

all types of polfer, Lhe carry from s
should be fairand no over difficull s
as Lo kier congestion an the conmse to

& rinimn; the par fowrs shonld he
aesigned 1 allow the lonwer handics pper
a relelively casy five; the par throes
shiondel b plaved from the same tees

s sl standarids of galfer. vt the cub
selocted Lo plav the shoi wall differ
accordingly, Hotchldn regarded 1}
proper balance ol (he holes ar The conrss
as a major aspec), and he suppests thers
should be Noyr par theews, two of which
should e st oven Toles, the aduer tao

at ok, and that the remadinder shonid
vanaist of elever or twelve par fouss anl
twin or hree par fives.

Horchhin suggeses tha the fairays of
par fowe and five Doles shonle be se! st
anangh: Fom the lee, and the greator dhe
angle, the greaior the variety of shots andd
interest in plaving the lnie, Consegoenth,
the pollirwhe pluces Ais drive in the mos

1l

THE PIONEER

advariageons postion shonld gen the tollest
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Junarhaw Copnr, BIOCA
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