elby Golf Club’s stock
S as one of Yorkshire's

premier clubs and
courses has been on an
upwards trajectory for some
time - and it shows no sign of
slowing.

Several major projects
already in development will
come to fruition in the com-
ing months that will add to an
already impressive offering

which has included a
£600,000 investment in
improved bunkering in recent
years.

That work, overseen by
esteemed golf architect
Jonathan Gaunt, has elevated
an already challenging and
visually appealing course
onto another level. The greens
complexes are as good as
anything I've played in our
Broad Acres and beyond.

On the practice area side of
the clubhouse a new teaching
studio is due to open in
September, while in develop-
ment right now is an impres-

The quest for golfing excellence is
a byword at Selby Golf Club, as
YG publisher DANNY LOCKWOOD

discovered...

sive, expanded driving range
and short game area.

In conjunction with Booths
Leisure, Selby is importing
large amounts of virgin soil
that will form a brand new
driving range outfield, 245
metres long and 75 metres
wide, with an array of target
greens, a remodelled practice
tee location and, for good
measure, a three-hole short
game area.

“There's quite a lot going
on right now.” said General
Manager Chris Goodall. in a
somewhat understated fash-
ion.

He’d already outlined the
on-course woodland project
which will see trees planted
as well as removed.

“We're quite a way through

that,” said Chris. “The aim is
to get the course back to more
of a heathland feel, get it back
to ‘nature’ if you like.”

On his office desk sat other
plans and drawings the Selby
board of directors are consid-
ering. “The club is very for-
ward thinking.” he added.

No wonder there is a 100-
strong waiting list for 7-day
membership at the club locat-
ed just to the south-west of
the town, and handily located
adjacent to the A63 bypass
and handy for both the M62
and A19.

Founded in 1907 on its
existing site, Selby didn't
change much until Donald
Steel was charged with
tweaking certain holes when
the nearby bypass was con-

structed.

It has
always been a
reliable “year-
round’ course
thanks to its
sand-based
nature and
never was that
more valuable
than last winter
and spring
when the vast
majority of
courses found
themselves
closed for
weeks on end
as their fair-
ways lay sod-
den.

“We closed
for maybe four
or five days
last winter.”
said Goodall,
who was
Course Manager for 10 years
at Selby — he started at
Elsham Golf Club - before
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taking up the GM’s role a
year ago.

*“But it's not about being a
good winter course, it's about
being a 365-days a year
course. We can suffer with
summer droughts so we've
been working on irrigation
too. It’s about managing
expectations. About trying to
get everything right.”

1t’s obviously working.
Selby has already staged two

England Golf events this year,

a Seniors series and England
Captains’ 4-ball, while the
North of England Open
Amateur will be staged there
from October 1-3.

There's also been a recent
focus on developing the jun-
ior membership.

“Go back just 18 months
and we had very few junior
members. Now we’re up to
about 65 and have started
entering teams into competi-
tions.”

General Manager Chris
Goodall points out some of
the many improvements the
redeveloped short
game/driving range area
will bring to Selby GC

Out on the course, five par
3s and four par 5s bring the
layout in at a little under

6,400 yards off the white tees.

A lot of the par 4s are quite
short, but Gaunt's new
bunkering plays very much
into the risk or reward men-
tality. There are also several
par 4s well over 400 yards
which provide a stern chal-
lenge.

With a new development
project about to come on line
under the guiding hands of
PGA professionals Danny
Cowell and Sam Wilkinson,
the direction of travel at
Selby Golf Club is most defi-
nitely onwards and upwards.

The long par 3 15th is a particularly

challenging tee shot when it's
playing into the prevailing wind
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Yellow Tees
1 - 422yds; par 4

Out of bounds all down the
right and trees tight left, the
1st is a challenging start. It's
long but at least downhill
towards a back-to-front slop-
ing, mounded green with sand
front and centre right.

2 - 508yds, par 5

A dogleg left to right, over
a crest and a fairway that
slopes towards the OB on the
right. Staying left is a must.
It's downhill to a green that

slopes top left to bottom right,

with a short left bunker and
one front right.

3 -321yds, par 4

Again, trouble all the way
down the right on a slight up-
and-over dogleg — stay left —
before coming in over
bunkers to a smaller green
where the front seems to run
away from you. Long and
right is real trouble.

4 - 563yds, par 5

Index 1 is the longest hole
on the course, a curving left-
to-righter with a big bunker
on the knuckle. Your
approach is slightly downhill
to a well mounded green with
run offs.

5 - 129yds, par 3
A pretty short hole, but
_beware the array of traps and

hope the greenkeeper was in
a good mood when placing
the pin!

6 - 334yds, par 4

A straight-on par 4, just
try to stay out of the sand on
the left and trees on the
right! The green is undulat-
ing but generally slopes
back to front.

7 - 454yds, par 4

A monster of a par 4, yet
only index 3. It’s straight on,
an undulating fairway with
bunkers down the right. The
kidney-shaped green isn’t
the biggest.

8 - 161yds, par 3

A very tricky medium par
3 to a raised green sitting
behind left and right
bunkers, with a steep front
run-off. Miss the short stuff
and you'll need a good chip-
ping game.

9 - 323yds, par 4

Straight on, and very easy
on the eye. The line of diago-
nal bunkers dictate that you
favour the left side, although
trees and gorse lurk to both
sides. The angled green sits
above the fairway and
requires a well-judged
approach.

10 - 157yds, par 3

Trouble awaits if you miss
the green on this medium par
3, and on a back to front slop-
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ing green anything above the
hole will be slippery.

11 - 365yds, par 4

A blind tee shot to a nar-
row-looking fairway but
which opens up past the
encroaching trees. Your
approach is slightly rising
into a sloping green protected
by front bunkers.

12 - 336yds, par 4
A pretty driving hole,
slightly right to left shaped.
The hole rises, falls and rises
again into an elevated green
at an angle to the fairway.

13 - 306yds, par 4

At the top and back of the
course, you're heading home
via a very pretty driving hole
from an elevated tee. Short
bunkers protect a very narrow
entrance to a narrow green
with a raised back tier and
distinct run offs to the right.

14 - 497yds, par 4

Straight on, there's an
abundance of trees and gorse
to both sides but it’s a wide
enough target. There’s a big
trap about 40 yards short of a

green which swings very
much from the left.

15 - 203yds, par 3

The toughest short hole,
especially when into the pre-
vailing wind. Plenty of driv-
ers will be used to a mound-
ed, back to front sloping
green.

16 - 437yds, par 4
Straight on, a long par 4
again into the prevailing
wind. You're driving to a
crest before everything runs
away down to another slop-
ing, bunkered green.

17 - 159yds, par 3

Stroke index 18 but no
‘gimme’ uphill to a shaped
green protected by several
bunkers and a false front.
Hope the pin isn't back left!

18 - 532yds,
par5

Pretty as a picture finish in
front of the clubhouse patio.
A slight dogleg right, but a
wide fairway. Favour the left
side into a well guarded green
that slopes distinctly from the
back.
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